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Senior RCMP allegedly aided accused officer 

Deputy commissioner says it's RCMP policy for accused to see information 
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In a story that aired on The National on November 9,2011 we reported on an allegation in a Statement of 
Claim that then RCMP Superintendent Peter German improperly disclosed statements to Robert Blundell. We 
are not aware of any evidence to support that allegation. CBC apologizes if it left the impression that now 
Deputy Commissioner German made any improper disclosure. 3:03 

One of three remaining candidates for commissioner of the RCMP job was accused of helping an 
officer at the centre of a sexual misconduct scandal, CBC News has learned. 

Deputy Commissioner Peter German was alleged in a statement of claim to have aided Sgt. 
Robert Blundell, who was facing allegations he had assaulted and sexually harassed four female 
Mounties. 

The court document alleged that German gave Blundell copies of the internal investigation file 
before Blundell was interviewed by investigators. 

"Documents have come to the surface to suggest now deputy commissioner Peter German had 
shared the complainants' statements with Mr. Blundell and that allowed him to prepare or tailor 
his responses in the interview," said Ottawa lawyer Paul Champ, who wasn't directly involved in 
the case, but has worked on behalf of other clients who've sued the RCMP. 



Former RCMP officer Sandra Kelly left the force due to alleged sexual harassment from male officers. (CBC) 


"Those are the kinds of things that are very troubling. Sergeant Blundell's career was obviously in 
serious jeopardy and a lot of people knew that. And evidently there were other superior officers 
who were willing to reach out and give him a hand," said Champ. 


In an email to CBC News after the story was broadcast Wednesday, German said he did nothing 
improper and did not intercede personally as Blundell prepared for his disciplinary case. 





"At no time did I provide files or statements to the member under investigation," German said. 


German also said that RCMP policy allows officers like Blundell, who are facing disciplinary 
proceedings, to see the details of accusations made against them. The details likely would have 
been accessed for the officer by an RCMP staff relations representative. 

"I just adamantly deny the allegations in that particular statement of claim. A statement of claim 
has to be proven in court and that civil suit never went to court to my knowledge," said German. 

German also said that many organizations face sexual harassment issues and that the RCMP 
was working to enforce its policy of zero tolerance. 

Claims of systemic harassment 

Female officers CpI. Catherine Galliford and former Const. Krista Carle claimed they faced years 
of sexual harassment as RCMP officers. 

Former constable Sandra Kelly also said she left the RCMP because of the way women were 
treated. 

"I get goosebumps because I just get so filled with, I guess rage, almost, that these things 
happen," Kelly told CBC News. "If you complain, you are blacklisted." 

The statement of claim also said German was one of a number of officers who created a 
negative climate for women who tried to complain about harassment. 

"I think that's probably what breaks officers more than anything is that after they're treated so 
unfairly the RCMP doesn't back them up," said Champ. 

"They say there's zero tolerance for harassment in the RCMP but I think every RCMP officer in the 
force knows that's a joke." 

Those allegations against German and other RCMP officers were not tested in court. The 2003 
lawsuit by the four women was settled without the details being disclosed. 

Blundell faced internal discipline, which resulted in him losing a day of vacation time. He has 
since been promoted. 


Corrections 

• VIDEO CLARIFICATION: In a video story that aired on The National on November 9. 2011, we reported on an 
allegation in a Statement of Claim that then RCMP Superintendent Peter German improperly disclosed 
statements to Robert Blundell. We are not aware of any evidence to support that allegation. CBC apologizes 
if it left the impression that now Deputy Commissioner German made any improper disclosure. STORY 
CLARIFICATION: An earlier version of this online text story reported an allegation that German provided 
information to Blundell prior to Blundell's disciplinary hearing for alleged sexual harassment. To clarify, 
German said in a statement to CBC News Thursday that at no time did he provide files or statements to 
Blundell. 

Dec 15,2011 3:55 AM PT 


With files from the CBC's Natalie Clancy and Greg Rasmussen 


CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices 


Report Typo or Error Send Feedback 


RELATED STORIES 

• RCMP harassment charges won't affect contract talks 

• More B.C. Mounties complain of harassment 

• B.C. Mountie alleges years of sexual harassment 

• RCMP puts off ceremony to welcome new leader 

• 7 issues facing the RCMP commissioner 

• 3 on shortlist to be new RCMP boss 

• Wanted: New Mountie boss who can play nice 










EXTERNAL LINKS 


• RCMP commissioner's letter - harassment in the workplace 


POPULAR NOW 



f 1095 reading 


ANALYSIS 

WHY 

BOYCOTTING 
CANADIAN 
WHEAT IS LIKELY 
TO BACKFIRE 
FOR SAUDI 
ARABIA 


883 reading now 

UPDATED 

COUNTERPROTESTE 
RS OUTNUMBER 
WHITE 

NATIONALISTS 
AHEAD OF RALLY IN 
WASHINGTON 


750 reading now 


ALBERTA A&W 
CRITICIZED 
AFTER STOPPING 
CUSTOMER 
FROM BUYING 
MEAL FOR 
INDIGENOUS 
SENIOR 


1 464 reading now 


KILLER WHALE 
LETS HER DEAD 
NEWBORN GO 
AFTER CARRYING 
BODY FOR 17 
DAYS 


1 324 reading now 


WHAT WE KNOW 
SO FAR ABOUT 
THE 

FREDERICTON 

SHOOTING 


DISCOVER MORE FROM CBC 



WATCH 

Saudi Arabia 
Uncovered: a rare 
look inside a 
secretive regime 


VIDEO 

London, England's 
knife-crime 
problem exposes 
larger social woes 


Wear your baby? 
Why not! 


This photographer 
won a permit to 
hunt grizzly bears 
— but his only 
shot will be from a 
camera 


Docs - The Passionate Eye 


News - The National 


CBC Archives 


Radio - As It Happens 

I © 



Making street 
harassment a hate 
crime could bring 
unintended 
consequences, 
warns advocate 


Why your armpits 
smell (an 
explainer for you 
& your kids) 


Woman struggles 
to juggle work, 
family, and being 
relentlessly asked 
how she juggles 
work & family 


Make the leap 
between seasons 
in these jumpsuits 


Radio • The Current 


Comedy 


Connect with CBC 

Contact CBC 

Services 8c Info 

Accessibility 

Facebook 

Audience Relations, CBC 

Corporate Info 

It is a priority for CBC to create a 

Twitter 

P.O. Box 500 Station A 

Toronto, ON 

Public Appearances 

website that is accessible to all 
Canadians including people with 

YouTube 

Canada, M5W1E6 

Commercial Services 

visual, hearing, motor and cognitive 

Instagram 

Toll-free (Canada only): 

Reuse & Permission 

challenges. 

Mobile 

1-866-306-4636 

Terms of Use 

Closed Captioning and Described 

RSS 

TTY/Teletype writer: 

Privacy Policy 

Video is available for many CBC-TV 
shows offered on CBC Watch. 

Podcasts 

1-866-220-6045 

CBC Shop 

Newsletters 

Contact Us 

FAQ 

Jobs 

Doing Business with Us 

Renting Facilities 

Independent Producers 

Ombudsman 

More about CBC Accessibility 

Accessibility Feedback 






















|}» Radio-Canada 


©2018 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved. 


Visitez Radio-Canada.ca 




